Ref: LCAA8796
Carn Voel,
Porthcurno, St Levan, Penzance, Cornwall, TR19 6LN

Offers in excess of £600,000

FREEHOLD

To be sold publicly for the first time in almost 100 years.
Located on the hillside above Porthcurno with its pristine golden sand beach, a wonderfully
exciting opportunity to acquire an attractive detached non-Listed 1910 coastal house ripe for
renovation/remodelling/refurbishment with almost 2,700sq.ft. of accommodation over three floors;
currently sub-divided into a 2 bedroomed ground floor apartment and a 5/6 bedroomed first and
second floor maisonette, with large gardens surrounded by fields with fabulous views over
countryside to the sea in the distance. An unrivalled opportunity sold with vacant possession,
no onward chain.
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SUMMARY OF ACCOMMODATION – in all, about 2,866sq.ft.
GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT
Entrance hall, 2 double bedrooms, living room, conservatory, dining room, kitchen, rear hall,
bathroom.
FIRST FLOOR APARTMENT
First Floor: external staircase leading to entrance porch, inner hall, cloakroom/wc,
bathroom, utility room. Living room, kitchen/dining room, 3 bedrooms (2 doubles, 1 single).
Staircase ascends to:Top Floor: 3 bedrooms (1 double, 2 singles), storeroom with part restricted head height.
Outside: gravelled parking area, gently sloping lawned gardens on three sides bounded by
stone boundary walls and timber fencing, timber storage shed. Pedestrian access to lane.
In all, approximately 0.25 of an acre.

DESCRIPTION
The availability of Carn Voel represents a truly ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity to acquire this
stunningly situated non-Listed coastal home having been in the same family’s ownership for
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the last 100 years. The property enjoys a fabulous rural position surrounded by fields and
perched on the hillside above the seaside village of Porthcurno with its pristine golden sand
beach and iconic clifftop open air Minack Theatre. It was the home of Bertrand Russell the
notable academic and philosopher and his wife Dora Russell an equally notable author,
feminist and social campaigner (see historical note below).
The
house
we
understand
was
constructed in 1910 to an
attractive double fronted
design
with
white
rendered
elevations
under a natural slate roof
with a pair of protruding
dormer windows and has
extensive
circa
2,700sq.ft.
of
accommodation
over
three floors.
The
property is currently subdivided into a ground
floor apartment with a
larger
two
storey
maisonette above which
is
independently
accessed through a first floor external staircase. The property is lived in but is basic in its
presentation and is ripe for refurbishment/remodelling and extension to either keep as two
separate independent dwellings or indeed to reconfigure to its original design and have it as
one stunning large conventional home. Prior to marketing due to the age of its construction
the property had a Concrete Screening Test which classified the property as clear with a
Grade A classification and therefore should be suitable for mortgage purposes. A copy of
the report can be made available upon request via Lillicrap Chilcott.
The
ground
floor
apartment comprises a
large sitting room with
conservatory, a good
sized dining room with a
kitchen, a rear hall and a
family bathroom. There
are two good sized
double bedrooms and
the
ceiling
heights
throughout all of the
ground
floor
are
excellent with the three
quarter length windows
to the front enjoying a
bright southerly aspect
which
flood
the
accommodation
with
natural light giving it a
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light and airy feel. On the first floor an external staircase leads to an entrance porch then in
turn into an inner hall where there is a wc, a bathroom and a good sized utility room. There
is a kitchen/dining room, a comfortable sitting room and three bedrooms (two doubles one
single) with lovely far reaching views over the countryside to the sea in the distance. On the
top floor there are three further attic bedrooms all with good ceiling height plus a large store
room. From the top floor there are lovely far reaching views both to the English Channel to
the south, to the Atlantic in the distance to the west beyond Land’s End.
Outside the property is approached to the rear from a private unmade no-through lane which
leads to just two other properties with a gravelled parking area for 1-2 cars with a further
gated entrance into the other rear part of the garden. The gardens are laid predominantly
to lawn and surround the house on three sides bounded by stone walling and timber fencing
which directly abuts a farmer’s field on two sides. The larger part of the garden is on the
south side enjoying a lovely sunny aspect and with no close neighbours is a lovely private
and tranquil area.
An exceptional opportunity to acquire a large period coastal home ripe for renovation
with no close neighbours and walking distance from one of Cornwall’s most beautiful
and picturesque golden sand beaches. Viewing wholeheartedly recommended by the
vendors sole agent.
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LOCATION
Porthcurno has long been known primarily for is pristine golden sand beach and because of
its internationally renowned clifftop Minack Theatre which was built in the 1920’s by
theatrical visionary Rowena Cade and her gardener. This area of the extreme south west
of the county is also particularly popular with walkers and ornithologists due to the rugged
coastal scenery, granite cliffs and beautiful sandy coves. Also of note is Logan’s Rock which
is famous for its 80 ton granite rocking stone and not forgetting the Porthcurno Telegraph
Museum which paints the picture of Cornwall’s role in the pioneering days of global
telecommunications.
Porthcurno itself has a pub and a popular beach café whilst the village of St Buryan some 3
miles away has two excellent village shops, a primary school and an historic parish church.
Penzance, the largest town in west Cornwall has an excellent range of shops, supermarkets,
banks, schooling and many other facilities which one would expect of a town of this size. It
is also an active port and is on the main Penzance to Paddington railway line (London
approximately 5 hours away).
The rugged coastline of west
Cornwall is arguably the most
beautiful in the county with many
delightful sandy coves in the
vicinity. Nearby St Ives offers a
plethora of surfing beaches
together with the Tate St Ives
and Barbara Hepworth Museum,
whilst Mounts Bay to the south is
popular
with
sailors
and
windsurfers alike with its iconic
St Michael’s Mount links the
mainland via a tidal causeway.
Local golf courses include the
Links of West Cornwall Golf Club
at Lelant and Cape Cornwall
Golf Course near St Just.
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HISTORICAL NOTE
Carn Voel was bought in 1922 by Bertrand Russell
and Dora Russell and has remained in the same
family’s ownership for the last 100 years. Bertrand
Arthur William Russell, 3rd Earl Russell, was born in
1872 in Monmouthshire into one of the most
prominent aristocratic families in the United Kingdom.
He was a notable British philosopher and Nobel prize
winner, and his work had considerable influence on
mathematics, logic and analytic philosophy. He was
also a major public intellectual and a tireless
campaigner for peace. Bertrand Russell bought the
house with his second wife Dora, Countess Russell in
1922.
Dora Russell was was a British author and a very
prominent campaigner for feminist and progressive
causes. During World War II, she worked for the UK
Ministry of Information and edited the publication
British Ally, a British newspaper and periodical
distributed in the Soviet Union to help maintain the
wartime alliance. In 1958 she led the Women's
Caravan of Peace across the 'Iron Curtain' that
divided Europe during the Cold War, and she later
published an autobiography, The Tamarisk Tree.
Bertrand, Dora and their children enjoyed many happy times at Carn Voel during their 10
years together. After they separated Dora lived at Carn Voel before and after her wartime
work in London, and died there in 1986, aged 92. Her daughter Katharine Tait, known as
Lady Katharine Tait, went on to be a published author and lived the last thirty five years of
her life at Carn Voel, until she passed away at home in 2021.

GENERAL INFORMATION
VIEWING – Strictly by prior appointment through: Lillicrap Chilcott, Landrian House, 59-60
Lemon Street, Truro, Cornwall, TR1 2PE. Telephone: (01872) 273473. E-mail:
sales@lillicrapchilcott.com.
POST CODE – TR19 6LN.
SERVICES – Mains water, electricity. Private drainage (septic tank).
COUNCIL TAX BAND – B (see www.mycounciltax.org.uk).
DIRECTIONS – Proceed west bound on the A30 through Penzance towards Sennen. Take
the B3283 to St Buryan, go through the village and continue on towards Porthcurno. At
Trethewey turn left signposted towards Porthcurn, proceed down this lane for approximately
250 metres taking the first right into an unmade lane where the gravelled parking area for
Carn Voel will be found on the left hand side.
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AGENT’S NOTE 1 – The above particulars have been prepared as a general guide only for
prospective buyers. Whilst we have endeavoured to provide a fair and reasonable
description of the property, no specific survey or detailed inspection has been carried out in
relation to the property, the services, the appliances and any fixtures and fittings or
equipment. All buyers should rely on their own surveys and investigations in connection
with any purchase of the property. All measurements, floor plans, dimensions, acreages
and distances are approximate only and should not be relied upon for accuracy.
AGENT’S NOTE 2 – The ground floor apartment and first floor maisonette are in separate
ownership and two independent dwellings owned by different members of the same
extended family. The property is being sold with the intention of selling both dwellings to
one prospective buyer.
OFFICE OPENING HOURS – Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30pm. Saturday - 9.00am
to 1.00pm. NB: A number of staff are available for viewing appointments all day
Saturday and all day Sunday.
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Not to scale – for identification purposes only.
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